
Knoxville Ice Bears 2021 Game Notes
Est. 2002. Proud members of the SPHL.

The Knoxville Civic Coliseum, 500 Howard Baker Jr. Ave, Knoxville, TN, 37915
(865) 525-7825 or visit knoxvilleicebears.com

WATCH: HockeyTV, SPHLTV.com. LISTEN: mixlr.com/knoxvilleicebears

Record: 2-0-0	 Streak: W2   	 Last 10: 2-0-0	 Home: 1-0-0		 Away: 1-0-0

VS

Saturday, October 30 ● 7:35 P.M. EDT ●  Knoxville Civic Coliseum  ●  Knoxville, TN ●  Game #3, Home Game #2

TONIGHT’S GAME
Knoxville Ice Bears (2-0-0)
Head Coach: Jeff Carr (5th season)

Roanoke Rail Yard Dawgs (0-2-1)
Head Coach: Dan Bremner (3rd season)

SPHL LEAGUE STANDINGS

# Team GP W L OTL PTS PCT Streak L10
1. Huntsville 4 4 0 0 8 1.000 W4 4-0-0

2. Evansville 5 4 1 0 8 .800 W2 4-1-0

3. Fayetteville 3 3 0 0 6 1.000 W3 3-0-0

4. Quad City 4 2 1 1 5 .625 W2 2-1-1

5. Birmingham 5 1 1 3 5 .500 W1 1-1-3

6. Knoxville 2 2 0 0 4 1.000 W2 2-0-0

7. Peoria 2 2 0 0 4 1.000 W2 2-0-0

8. Pensacola 4 1 2 1 3 .375 L3 1-2-1

9. Roanoke 3 0 2 1 1 .167 L3 0-2-1

10. Macon 4 0 3 1 1 .125 L4 0-3-1

11. Vermilion County 0 0 2 0 0 .000 L2 0-2-0

Schedule Breakdown
Opponent No. of Games 

(total/home/away)

Birmingham 8 / 3 / 5
Evansville 4 / 2 / 2
Fayetteville 7 / 4 / 3
Huntsville 6 / 3 / 3

Macon 7 / 3 / 4
Pensacola 4 / 2 / 2

Peoria 4 / 2 / 2
Quad City 4 / 2 / 2
Roanoke 7 / 4 / 3
Vermilion 
County

5 / 3 / 2
SPHL		  Home	 Away    Overall
Birmingham	  0-0-0	  1-0-0	  1-0-0
Evansville	  0-0-0	  0-0-0	  0-0-0
Fayetteville	  0-0-0	  0-0-0	  0-0-0
Huntsville		  0-0-0	  0-0-0	  0-0-0
Macon		   1-0-0	  0-0-0	  1-0-0
Pensacola	  0-0-0	  0-0-0	  0-0-0
Peoria		   0-0-0	  0-0-0	  0-0-0
Quad City		  0-0-0	  0-0-0	  0-0-0
Roanoke		   0-0-0	  0-0-0	  0-0-0
Vermilion County	  0-0-0	  0-0-0	  0-0-0

Totals		   1-0-0	  1-0-0	  2-0-0

Ice Bears Splits
THIS GAME

• Dan Bremner is in his third season as 
Roanoke’s Head Coach. Bremner led the 
Rail Yard Dawgs to a semifinal appearance in 
2019 before the 2020 playoffs were canceled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
• Knoxville went 7-2-0 against Roanoke during 
the 2019-20 SPHL season.
• The Rail Yard Dawgs were one of five SPHL 
teams that opted out of the 2020-21 SPHL 
season due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Pronunciation Guide

 Dino Balsamo: BALL-suh-moh Dino Balsamo: BALL-suh-moh

 Andrew Bellant: bell-AHNT Andrew Bellant: bell-AHNT

 Stefan Brucato: STEF-in broo-KAH-toe Stefan Brucato: STEF-in broo-KAH-toe

 Carter Cowlthorp: COLE-thorp Carter Cowlthorp: COLE-thorp

 Zak Lambrecht: LAMB-brekt Zak Lambrecht: LAMB-brekt

 Andrew McLean: mick-LAIN Andrew McLean: mick-LAIN

 Anthony McVeigh: mick-VAY Anthony McVeigh: mick-VAY

 Mike Mercurio: mur-CURE-ee-oh Mike Mercurio: mur-CURE-ee-oh

Alex Pommerville: PAW-mur-villeAlex Pommerville: PAW-mur-ville

Jimmy Poreda: Por-EE-duhJimmy Poreda: Por-EE-duh

Stepan Timofeyev: step-AHN TEE-moh-FAY-evStepan Timofeyev: step-AHN TEE-moh-FAY-ev

LAST: Friday, October 
22 @ Birmingham. 
WON 3-2 OT

NEXT: Sunday, 
October 31 VS 
Huntsville. 3:00 p.m.



Meet the Team

Head Coach Jeff Carr
Knoxville Ice Bears (5th season)

Year	 Record	      Playoff
17-18	 30-20-6	      Semifinals
18-19	 29-22-5       Semifinals
19-20     26-17-5       Canceled*
20-21     24-14-4       Semifinals
Total:	 109-73-20
*season canceled after 48 games due to COVID-19 pandemic

Previous
Year(s)		  Team            		    Role
12-13		  Salt Lake City Moose (WSHL)	  Asst. Coach
13-15		  Salt Lake City Moose (WSHL)	  Head Coach
15-16		  Ogden Mustangs (WSHL)	   Asst. Coach
16-17		  Utah Grizzlies (ECHL)	   Asst. Coach
17-present	 Knoxville Ice Bears (SPHL)	   Head Coach

Skaters
 3	 Ned Simpson		  D		  6’5, 226			   DOB: 1/30/95
Season Notes: Made Ice Bears debut on 10/15 against Macon. Signed PTO in September. Signed SPC in October.

Career Notes: Four-year letterman at Jamestown University in North Dakota (ACHA Division I). Helped the Jimmies advance to the national 
tournament twice during his four years in school. Totalled 20 points and 159 penalty minutes in his career while maintaining a +9 rating. 
Originally from Kitchener, Ontario.
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 7	 J.B. Baker		  RW		  5’11, 167			  DOB: 1/16/95
Season Notes: Made season debut against Macon on 10/15, contributing one assist on Michael Mercurio’s game-winning goal. Signed 
PTO in August. Signed SPC in October.

Career Notes: Played four seasons at Nichols College (NCAA Division III). Scored 43 goals with 77 assists for 120 career points in 102 
games for the Bison. Sixth all-time in program history in assists. Played one game for the Ice Bears following the conclusion of his senior 
season in 2020. Was on Knoxville’s camp roster in 2020-21, but missed the season due to injury.
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 10	 Anthony McVeigh		  C		  5’11, 187			  DOB: 5/21/93
Season Notes: Was a -1 in Knoxville’s season-opening win on 10/15. Entering his fourth season in Knoxville. Signed SPC in December. 
Named Alternate Captain.

Career Notes: Played four seasons at Utica (NCAA Division III) where he scored 28 goals to go along with 50 assists for 78 career points 
103 games. Appeared in four games for Huntsville at the end of the 2017-18 season following his collegiate career. Before this season, 
had appeared in 125 games as an Ice Bear, scoring 32 goals and totalling 57 assists for 89 points. Has also appeared in 20 career ECHL 
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 11	 Stefan Brucato		  LW		  5’11, 195			  DOB: 5/21/96
Season Notes: Scored 25 seconds into the second period off a redirect in Knoxville’s season-opening win on 10/15. Named team captain 
for the second straight year as he enters his fifth season in Knoxville.

Career Notes: Four-year letterman at Johnson and Wales (NCAA Division III - CCC). Had 24 goals, 52 assists and 76 points in 101 career 
games in college. Joined the Ice Bears in November of the 2017-18 season. In his fifth season in Knoxville. Scored 41 goals with 81 assists 
for 122 total points through first four seasons in SPHL (172 games). Has also played 9 ECHL games with the Tulsa Oilers with 1 assist.
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 13	 Jason Price		  D		  6’3, 205			   DOB: 1/8/85
Season Notes: Was a +1 during Knoxville’s season opening win on 10/15. Named Alternate Captain as he begins his sixth season in 
Knoxville.

Career Notes: SPHL’s all-time leader in games played and points by a defenseman. All-SPHL First-Team selection in 2016, when he 
was also a finalist for league Defenseman of the Year. Served as Captain during Knoxville’s President’s Cup title run in 2015. Prior to this 
season, has played 260 games for Knoxville with 20 goals, 91 assists and 111 points.
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 17	 Riley Robertson		  D		  6’6, 235			   DOB: 11/5/96
Season Notes: Made professional debut in Knoxville’s season opening win on 10/15. Earned a roster spot out of free agent camp in 
September. Signed SPC in October.

Career Notes: Played four seasons at Calvin University in Grand Rapids, Michigan (ACHA). Served as Captain for his senior year. Had 16 
goals, 19 assists and 35 points in 87 career games in college. He also totalled 57 penalty minutes. 
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 19	 Steven Leonard		  C		  5’10, 189			  DOB: 1/19/95
Season Notes: Made SPHL debut in Knoxville’s season-opening win on 10/15, had the primary assist on Michael Mercurio’s game-winning 
goal. Signed PTO in August. Signed SPC in October.

Career Notes: Four-year letterman at UMass-Dartmouth (NCCA Division III). Scored 38 goals with 54 assists for 92 points in 106 career 
games in college. Served as Alternate Captain as a junior in 2018-19. Averaged more than a point per game during his final two years in 
college. Spent last season in the FPHL, playing 13 games for Port Huron and 7 for Elmira.
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Skaters (cont.)
 22	 Stepan Timofeyev		 LW		  5’9, 154			   DOB: 8/24/91
Season Notes: Assisted on Carter Cowlthorp’s third period goal in Knoxville’s season opening win on 10/15. Signed PTO in August. Signed 
SPC in October.

Career Notes: Played 36 games with Macon in 2019-20. Scored 4 goals with 11 assists for 15 points and had 45 penalty minutes. Played in 
10 games for Knoxville last season, scoring a goal. Has played 83 games in the FPHL since the 2017-18 season with 36 career goals and 
87 assists for 123 points (1.48 PPG).
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 24	 Carter Cowlthorp		  C		  5’11, 180			  DOB: 3/27/96
Season Notes: Scored a goal in his pro debut of the third period of Knoxville’s season opening win over Macon on 10/15. Signed PTO in 
August. Signed SPC in October.

Career Notes: Played four seasons at Norwich University (NCAA Division III). Finished his college career with 15 goals, 13 assists and 28 
points in 78 games. Helped Norwich to a runner-up finish in the 2019 NCAA Tournament. Was named an Alternate Captain as a senior.
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 26	 Colton Fletcher		  RW		  6’0, 180			   DOB: 4/7/97
Season Notes: Made pro debut in Knoxville’s season opening win on 10/15, having an assist. Earned a roster spot out of free agent camp 
in September. Signed SPC in October. 

Career Notes: Played collegiately at SUNY-Oswego in New York (NCAA Division III). 2020-21 season was canceled due to COVID-19 
pandemic. 
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 28	 Andrew McLean		  D		  6’1, 190			   DOB: 1/12/95
Season Notes: Joined Knoxville on 10/19 following his try out release from Kalamazoo in the ECHL.

Career Notes: Played four seasons at Wisconsin-Stevens Point (NCAA Division III). Won a National Championship in 2019. Played one 
game with Norfolk in the ECHL following the end of his collegiate career in 2020. Played 38 games for the Ice Bears last season, scoring 4 
goals with 13 assists for 17 points. Was named to the All-SPHL Rookie Team.
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 41	 Michael Mercurio		  LW		  5’8, 159			   DOB: 1/25/00
Season Notes: Scored the game-winning goal in the third period of Knoxville’s season opening win over Macon on 10/15. Earned a PTO 
out of free agent camp in September. Signed SPC in October. 

Career Notes: Junior season in the CCHL And NCDC last year were cut due to COVID-19 pandemic. Played 29 games in the CCHL and 9 
games in the NAHL in 2019-20 before season was canceled due to COVID-19 pandemic.
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 47	 Alex Pommerville		  D		  6’1, 204			   DOB: 7/30/93
Season Notes: Made season debut in Knoxville’s opening win over Macon on 10/15. Signed PTO in August. Signed SPC in October.

Career Notes: Four-year letterman at Worcester State (NCAA Division III). Team captain as a senior in 2017-18. Spent two seasons in 
FPHL with the Danville Dashers. Appeared in 12 SPHL games in 2019-20 season: 7 for Huntsville and 5 for Knoxville. Did not play in 2021-
21 due to COVID-19 pandemic.
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 52	 Dino Balsamo		  LW		  5’10, 180			  DOB: 12/23/95
Season Notes: Acquired 10/28 in trade with Macon for Cody Rodgers. 

Career Notes: Played 36 games for Macon last year, totalling 26 points as a rookie. Also appeared in 5 games for Tulsa in the ECHL. 
Played collegiately at Adrian College, where he was a point-per-game average or better in his final three seasons. Had 40 points in 29 
games in 2019-20 as a senior.
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Stats: (‘20-21 Macon)

 43	 Andrew Bellant		  LW		  5’11, 185			  DOB: 6/12/97
Season Notes: Earned a PTO out of free agent camp in September. Joined Knoxville following his release from a try out with Kalamazoo in 
the ECHL.

Career Notes: Played one season at Michigan Tech (NCAA Division 1) before transferring to Adrian College (Division III). Scored 31 goals 
with 34 assists for 65 points in 49 games over the past two seasons for the Bulldogs. 
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 74	 Kyler Matthews		  D		  6’0, 173			   DOB: 11/23/97
Season Notes: Had an assist and a fight in Knoxville’s season opening win over Macon on 10/15. Signed PTO in August. Signed SPC in 
October.

Career Notes: Played four seasons of junior hockey in Ontario before spending two seasons at SUNY-Canton (NCAA Division III). Totalled 
38 points in 36 games at SUNY-Canton. Played 9 games for Elmira in the FPHL in 2019-20 following his final college season. Played in 21 
games last year for Elmira. 
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Skaters (cont.)

League Leaders

 37	 Kristian Stead		  G		  6’2, 188			   DOB: 10/27/96
Season Notes: Signed PTO in August. Signed SPC in September. 

Career Notes: Played collegiately at Alaska-Anchorage (NCAA Division I). Missed his freshman season in 2017-18 due to injury. 2020-21 
season was canceled due to COVID-19 pandemic. Played 23 games in college with a 4.12 GAA and .871 save percentage with two 
shutouts. 
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Stats: (‘19-20 Alaska-Anchorage)

Player

C. Rose
J. Barber
B. Neudecker
Sy Nutkevitch
M. Ferraro
M. McNair
R. Darrar
T. Piacentini
R. Jordan
T Hildebrandt
*4 OTHERS

Team

BHM
HSV
HSV
HSV
EVN
FAY
HSV
HSV
BHM
PEO
*Various

Goals

5
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
*3

Player

N. Kaiser
J. Barber
S. Nutkevitch
B. Gravelle
S. Alvo
M. Davis
C. Stallard
D. Fournier
D. Nippard
P. Panacek
*4 OTHERS

Team

HSV
HSV
HSV
QC
BHM
BHM
EVN
QC
BHM
QC
*Various

Assists

7
6
6
5
5
5
5
3
3
3
*3

Player

J. Barber
S. Nutkevitch
B. Gravelle
C. Stallard
N. Kaiser
M. Ferraro
M. Davis
C. Rose
M. McNair
R. Darrar
*4 OTHERS

Team

HSV
HSV
QC
EVN
HSV
EVN
BHM
BHM
FAY
HSV
*Various

Points

10
9
7
7
7
6
6
5
5
5
*5

Goals Assists Points

Player

E. Levine
J. Pawloski
B. Brkin
B. MacBurnie
J. Poreda
J. Berry
M. Milosek
B. Billett
S. Durante
H. Vorva

Team

PEO
FAY
QC
PEO
KNX
PEO
HSV
EVN
FAY
HSV

GAA

0.00
0.50
1.00
1.29
1.48
2.01
2.67
2.72
2.77
2.93

Player

E. Levine
J. Pawloski
B. Brkin
B. MacBurnie
C. Perry
J. Poreda
J. Berry
Z. Steeves
M. Stiliadis
B. Billett

Team

PEO
FAY
QC
PEO
VC
KNX
PEO
BHM
MAC
EVN

SV%

1.000
.979
.966
.952
.938
.935
.929
.923
.912
.910

Player

B. Billett
M. Milosek
J. Pawloski
J. Poreda
E. Levine
B. Brkin
J. Berry
S. Durante
H. Vorva
A. Lotz
*2 OTHERS

Team

EVN
HSV
FAY
KNX
PEO
QC
PEO
FAY
HSV
BHM
*Various

Wins

4
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
*1

Goals Against Average Save Percentage Wins

 29	 Jimmy Poreda		  G		  6’3, 204			   DOB: 1/29/96
Season Notes: Stopped 21 shots in Knoxville’s 3-2 OT win over Birmingham on 10/22. Made 22 saves in picking up his first SPHL win in 
Knoxville’s season opener against Macon on 10/15.  
Career Notes: Spent last season with Laser HT in Finland. Played three seasons at SUNY-Plattsburgh (NCAA Division III). Senior season 
was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Was named to the All-SUNYAC Team in 2019 after posting a .935 save percentage as a 
sophomore, the second-best save percentage in a single season in program history. Ranks in the top 10 in school history in career saves, 
save percentage, goals against average and shutouts.
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Goalies

 94	 Zak Lambrecht		  C		  5’6, 188			   DOB: 5/15/97
Season Notes: Made debut against Macon in season opener on 10/15. Signed PTO in October. Signed SPC during training camp.

Career Notes: Played three seasons at Hamline University (NCAA Division III) after transferring from Concordia College (NCAA Division 
III). Only played six games in 2021-21 before season was cut short due to COVID-19 pandemic. Had 21 points (7 goals, 14 assists) in 73 
career games in college.
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